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MIKE BASS, a former Yp-

i d
silanti High athlete an
football star, has signed a
contract with the Green Bay
Packers for the.1%7 seasigg;
Bass, picked in the .
round of the recent pro foo t
pall draft, will be tried ouk
as a defensive corner bac
by the world champion

Packers.

; ARNGA G
Lions Release
Ex-Wolverigg\,\,\z

DETROIT (AP)—The Detroit
Lions of the National Football

i}

INTERFERENCE? Mike Bass, former Ypsilanti High Leagi. foldown o jihelr. 40|
foothall star, carries the ball through the line for the Blue player limit today by releasing i
team in the annual intrasquad Blue-White game in Michigan four players. '
Stadium. Running behind Bass is another Michigan fresh- Released were running back|
man, Jim Detwiler of Toledo, while Frank Nunley, a fresh- Bobby Felts, pass receiver
man from  Belleville on the White team, makes a dive Sims Stokes, defensive end Lew|
between the two Blue players. Bass scored twice for the Kamanu, and defensive back
Blues. S-F—f (7 Mike Bass, a member of the|

1964 Michigan Big Ten and Rose|
Bowl championship squad. i

Felts had been with the Lions|
since 1965 after being acquired|
from the Baltimore Colts in a
trade. He has been used almost
exclusively for spot duty. He
carried the ball 64 times for
207 yards and a 3.3-yard aver-
age during his Lions career.
(Felts scored two touchdowns.

Bass was received on waivers
after playing with Green Bay
last year.




Young Fans

Wherever a professional athlete goes,
the kids aren’t far behind in search of auto-
graphs to cherish and show their friends.
Mike Bass (left) and John Rowser, former

I
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Michigan defensive backs, sign their names
for Brian Van Ark (near Bass) and Randall
DeGroot in front of Sensenbrenner Hall where
the Green Bay Packers are housed.

Ex-Wolverines Battling
For Jobs With Packers

(Special to The News)

WEST DE PERE, Wis. —
The biggest surprise for for-
mer Michigan defensive backs
Mike Bass and John Rowser
when they checked into the
training camp of the World
Champion Green Bay Pack-
ers here was the treatment
they received from long-time
veterans.

The ex - Wolverines, now
roommates in Sensenbrenner
Hall on the St. Norberf Col-
lege campus where the Pack-
ers are housed and fed, were
lounging in their room be-
tween practices when they
retraced their first few days
/in this northeastern Wiscon-
sin city.

Rowser, number three
choice in the first common
draft last March, reported
that ‘““the vets set the pace in
more ways than one. They
hustle all the time, treat us
quite nice and are really help-
ful.” .

“] get a big thrill out of
getting tips from ' such great
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much,” theorized Rowser,
“because the outside line-
backers can help whereas in
college only two linebackers
were employed and for the
most part were not concerned
with pass defense.”

Bass says he’s being taught
to use the sidelines in pass
defense and to play his man
on a slight angle rather than
having to back pedal when
playing him headon.

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned veteran frio, the Mich-
igan pair will be trying to un-
seat three other veterans and
another rookie. The other vets
are Tom Brown, Doug Hart
and Dave Hathcock.

Ed King, a 220-pounder
from Southern California, is
the other rookie. Prospecting
via the weight charts it might
be noted that Rowser, at 180

pounds, and Bass, at 190, are

much in line with the lean, |
quick veteran defensive backs
who average out at 195 pounds |
per man.

Rowser feels his biggest task
is to learn and remember as-
signments.

Bass was quick to quote
Lombardi: ‘Ability-wise ||

there’s not much difference |

in the league; the best con- |
ditioned team and the team |
that makes the least mistakes
wins.”

Bass came to camp in con-
dition, having worked out
every day for the past three
months. Rowser, who taught
junior high school in Detroit
earlier this summer, ran
three times a week and lifted
weights in preparation for
what is generally recognized
as a tough training camp.

Their training camp day
begins with 7:30 breakfast and
then a four-mile bus ride to
the Packers practice field
which is located a block from

| Lambeau field.

The 1%-hour practice

Anocn’t hanin  affiniallu  until




For Jobs With Packers

(Special to The News)

WEST DE PERE, Wis. —
The biggest surprise for for-
mer Michigan defensive backs
Mike Bass and John Rowser
when they checked into the
training camp of the World
Champion Green Bay Pack-
ers here was the treatment
they received from long-time
veterans.

The ex - Wolverines, now
roommates in Sensenbrenner
Hall on the St. Norbert Col-
lege campus where the Pack-
ers are housed and fed, were
lounging in their room be-
tween practices when they
retraced their first few days
,in this northeastern Wiscon-
sin city.

Rowser, number three
choice in the first common
draft last March, reported
that “‘the vets set the pace in
imore ways than one. They
‘hustle all the time, treat us
| quite nice and are really help-
ful.” :

“I get a big thrill out of
getting tips from: such great
defensive backs as Willie
Wood, Herb Adderley and Bob
Jeter,” says Bass, “and these
guys know you are after their
job.” Bass added he could
sense the pride in the Packer
camp. “They act like champs
on and off the field,” he said.
Bass is a former Vpsilanti
High standout and former
prep hurdles champion.

Both first-year men (Coach
Vince Lombardi dislikes the
term ‘‘rookie’’) agreed that
pass coverage will be more
difficult individually in the
professional ranks. The re-
ceivers are all good. But they
also like the idea of getting
' help from the linebackers.

“You don’t have to worry
about the short pass quite as
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much,” theorized Rowser,
‘“because the outside line-
backers can help whereas in
college only two linebackers
were employed and for the
most part were not concerned
with pass defense.”

Bass says he’s being taught
to use the sidelines in pass
defense and to play his man
on a slight angle rather than
having to back pedal when
playing him headon.

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned veteran trio, the Mich-
igan pair will be trying to un-
seat three other veterans and
another rookie. The other vets
are Tom Brown, Doug Hart
and Dave Hathcock.

Ed King, a 220-pounder
from Southern California, is
the other rookie. Prospecting
via the weight charts it might
be noted that Rowser, at 180

pounds, and Bass, at 190, are

much in line with the lean,
quick veteran defensive backs
who average out at 195 pounds
per man.

Rowser feels his biggest task
is to learn and remember as-
signments.

Bass was quick to quote
Lombardi: ‘“Ability-wise
there’s not much difference
in the league; the best con-
ditioned team and the team
that makes the least mistakes
wins.”

Bass came to camp in con-
dition, having worked out
every day for the past three
months. Rowser, who taught
junior high school in Detroit
earlier this summer, ran
three times a week and lifted
weights in preparation for
what is generally recognized
as a tough training camp.

Their training camp day

7| begins with 7:30 breakfast and
then a four-mile bus ride to
the Packers practice field
| which is located a block from
Lambeau field,
| The 1%-hour practice
- doesn’t begin officially until
1 10:00 a.m., but the example
. of the vets and an unwritten
law dictate that they be on
| the field for warm-up exer-
| cises by at least 9:30.
Noon lunch back on the St.
' Norbert campus is followed
i by the 1:30 bus and again the
whole contingent is on the
field well in advance of the
3 p.m. starting time for the
afternoon workout, The -eve-
ning meal is sandwiched be-
. tween an hour or two of free
time before the nightly class-
room session which runs from
7:30 ’til 9. Lights are out at
11.
Commenting on the prac-

|| tice schedule, Bass called it

‘“precise.”” ““There’s no lag,

{| no chance to lag. It’s an hour |

and a half and you're working
all the time.”

Green Bay was the last
team Bass expected to be
drafted by because of its
abundance of experienced de-
fensive backs. He was picked
on the 12th round after sey-
eral other pro teams had ex-
pressed interest in him.

Rowser could only say he
was stunned when a Packer
official called to tell him that
he was the third-round choice.
“I got a telegram from the
Packers .a week before the
draft, asking about my draft
status but I still didn’t think |
they were too interested, be-
cause three other teams,
which are short of defensive

backs, had talked to me.”
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erienced and dangerous groups
f defensive backs.
Their names are Rick Volk of
auseon, O.,, Rick Sygar of
iles, O., Q%g:gg__of Ypsi-
anti and John Rowser of De-
roit.

ﬂ All are seniors.

Volk was recruited as a quar-
‘terback, Sygar as a swift and
‘hard -t o - bring-down halfback.
‘Bass as perhaps the speediest
‘halfback in Ypsilanti High his-
ltory and Rowser as a runner
of speed and strength.

Somehow they got routed
around to defense and their ex-
perience there provides a big
boost for the hopes of success
for the 1966 team.

Although some of it was on
joffense, Sygar and Volk added
up more minutes of playing
{time last year than any other
Wolverine. {

Sygar had 299 and Volk 296.

Bass has improved in his de-
fensive role in each of his first
'two seasons—playing for 27 min-
utes as a sophomore and 237
last year.

For Rowser, noted for his
hard tackling, it’s sort of a new
start.

He played 307 minutes as a
sophomore three years ago but
was injured as a junior and
gained an extra year of eligi-
| bility.

Injuries again limited his ac-
tivity last year and he played
only 46 minutes on offense and
defense.

But now Rowser has a new
designation, defensive left half,
and a No. 1 position to protect.
, Bass is listed as the defensive
jright half and Sygar and Volk
las the safeties.

Michigan started its two-a-
'day practice sessions yesterday
jand was back working out at
8:30 am. and 3:30 p.m. again
‘today.

There was no contact as the
squad started the rugged train-
ing grind. Limited contact was
expected to start today. '

MIKE BASS




